FREEDOM'S BATTLE

the deficiencies of an antiquated and entirely inadequate educa-
tional system. For the rest, the Popular Front programme em-
bodied the programme of the Republic when it first came into
being except for the plank on collectivization of large estates
originally sponsored by the Socialists. This plank was rejected by
the Popular Front with the acquiescence of the Socialists although
to do so cost them many votes. Any other liberal party in Europe
would have been amazed that such a programme of State reform
should have been necessary in the third decade of the twentieth
century. It was a programme which offered every guarantee that
the inevitable changes in the political and social spheres would take
place without endangering the existence of the Spanish
bourgeoisie.

The more intelligent members of the bourgeoisie realized this.
"The elections which have just taken place in Spain," said La
Vanguardia, the most moderate of the important Barcelona news-
papers, on February i8th, 1936, "have two main characteristics;
they are a conclusive manifestation of the popular conscience, and
they have taken place in conditions of perfect discipline and
normality. Faced with a phenomenon of this type there is nothing
to do but yield democratically. National sovereignty resides with
the" people. The Spanish people have said what they want. They
have said it clearly and with extraordinary calm. The only reply
which can be made to them is this: 'Let your will be done'.9'
El Debate, however, saw things in a very different light. "The
issue," commented the organ of the Clerical-Fascist alliance,
"was one of revolution against law and order, with Socialism as
the real enemy."

Unfortunately, the latter point of view predominated. Instead
of respecting the will of the country, Spanish Fascism prepared to
obtain by force what it had been refused by popular vote. It was
during the debate on the Ministry of Agriculture's Bill providing
for restitution to the municipalities of their ancient common
lands, that Senor Calvo Sotelo revealed, with impressive frankness,
the die-hard position of the defeated Right wing. "The only hope
for agriculture," said Senor Calvo Sotelo, "is not in this Parliament
or any other that could be elected, nor in this or any other
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